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Gator Modelers to Publish Articles about  
Club Displays 

INCOMING 
 

    Incoming! 
 
When man first harnessed fire to his will (about 30 years ago 
according to the students at my school), on the other side of the 
new campfire was an old caveman stubbornly chewing his raw 
meat and proclaiming that it was just as good. 
 
The last 3 months I’ve been that old caveman.  My airbrush has 
given up the ghost, and rather than borrow or buy one online I 
have been putting together models the old way, with paintbrush 
and the occasional rattle can.  Rather than moan about it, I have 
seized the moment and relearned old techniques.  I have 
practiced the use of the broad brush in working the paint with 
smooth, overlapping areas that totally obscures any detail and 
looks good on family pets.   
 (Continued) 
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INCOMING (Continued)  
 
I have relearned the importance of masking everything before unleashing the high pressure firehose that 
masquerades as an aerosol can.  And doing it outside, because the wall isn’t supposed to be teal. 
 
I’m even messing with acrylics for the first time, because someone told me it was healthier to work with a paint 
that never dries. 
 
But through all the trials, I’m having fun.  My current project won’t win any awards, but it will recognizably be 
a truck when I am done.  So when I bring it to the meeting, be sure to say “That’s a truck!”  And I’ll reply “And 
I had fun building it!”  And it will even be true. 
Thank you. 
 

Gator Modelers to Publish Articles about Club Displ ays (Continued)�
 

Mike announced at the month Executive Luncheon that 
he, Bruce and Frank were drafting letters to Fine Scale 
Modeler and the IPMS Journal about our Club Displays. 
Bruce is providing the nucleus of a letter, and will 
jointly author one to Fine Scale Modeler with Frank, and 
the other to IPMS magazine with me.  We're going to 
talk about club displays, illustrating it with our latest in 
Jacksonville and the tie-in to Telford.  I plan to use the 
word "neener," and Frank does not. 

 

Gator Modelers Annual Club Fundraiser Auction Updat e 

The Gator Modelers have set a date of April 23rd for the next annual Club Fundraiser Auction. 
Flyers for the event have been distributed at several area club meetings and at the Jaxcon event. 
The site for the auction will be at the Condo-Club House by the lake courtesy of Bill and Nancy. 
Club members are asked to donate kits or modelling related items for the auction and to bring a covered dish to 
share with others, The club will provide the main course. The auction will start at 11 AM and will break around 
12ish for lunch then continue after everyone has finished eating. The auction will run until everything has been 
across the Auction Block. 
Please RSVP with Bill if you plan to attend. 

Gator Modelers Club Build of all the Blue Angels Ai rcraft-Update 
 
After Paul provided three different examples from the Blue Angels for the Library display it was decided to do 
a Club Build of all the Blue Angel Demonstration Aircraft in 1/48 Scale including a few trial aircraft and all the 
Support Aircraft in 1/144. Paul will build Fat Albert in 1/72 scale due to its overall size. The chart below shows 
a list of all the aircraft to be built, commitments and current status of the builds.  
An updated list of aircraft and commits to build are listed below, there are still several aircraft than need 
someone to pick them up and complete a build for the display. 
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U.S. Navy Blue Angels ��     

  Built Scale   
In 
Work Scale 

Demonstration Aircraft           
F6F-5 Hellcat       Ed 1/48 
SNJ Texan Beetle Bomb       Dan 1/48 
SNJ Texan Beetle Bomb#2       Ed 1/48 
F7U Cutlass       Jack 1/48 
F8F-1 Bearcat Jack 1/48       
F8F-1 Bearcat Beetle Bomb  Jack  1/48    
F9F-2 Panther       Ed 1/48? 
F9F-5 Panther       Arron 1/48 
F9F-8 Cougar        Jack  1/48 
F11F-1 Tiger Paul 1/48       
F-4J Phantom II Mike 1/48       
A-4F Skyhawk Paul 1/48       
F/A-18A/B         Jack?  1/48 
F/A-18C/D Hornet Paul 1/48       
            
Support Aircraft           
R4D Skytrain           
R5C Commando           
R5D Skymaster        Frank 1/144 
C-121 Super Constellation Frank 1/144       
C-130 Hercules (Fat Albert)       Paul 1/72 
            
Additional Aircraft           
T-33 Shooting Star       Frank 1/48 
F-8U Crusader           

 

Gator Modeler Meeting Raffle Update 
 
Arron Alt was the lucky winner of the February-Model monthly meeting raffle. Arron automatically received a 
wildcard selection with which he selected the 1/72 B-29 Bocks Car. Paul was the lucky winner of the February-
Attendance monthly meeting raffle. Paul rolled the golden dice and ended up getting a 1 for the Aircraft 
category from which he selected the “1/72 KC-97L” from the Aircraft category. Arron and Paul will receive 
their kits at the meeting on March 15th. 
 
The Executive Officers decided to change the Raffle format as follows: 
You must be a Gator Modeler “Member–in-good-standing” in order to participate.  
If you attend the meeting you receive one Blue raffle ticket and if you bring in a new completed model for show 
and tell you will receive one Red raffle ticket. The completed model should have been completed within the 
past year. 
The winners will be drawn at the end of the meeting. 
The Red ticket will be drawn first and the winner can select a model from any raffle category. 
The Blue ticket will then be drawn and the winner will roll the magic golden dice to determine a category of 
model from which they can select one. If they are lucky enough to roll a “6” they get to choose from any 
category. The raffle models and miscellaneous items have been collected over the past few months so there will 
be a good selection to choose from. The categories are: “1” Aircraft”, “2” Armor, “3” Ships, “4” Automotive 
and “5” is Sci-Fi, Science and Miscellaneous. 
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Bill maintains a photo list of all the models available in each category to help with making the winning 
selection; Bill removes any selected kits and makes any new additions to the list.  
The max tickets you can receive for a meeting is limited to 2. 
 
Gator Modeler Club Contest Reminder 
 
Jack Mugan won the November Club Contest with his 1/48 scale Mohawk and he has selected “Anything That 
Floats” as the next Club Contest theme for the May 17, 2016 meeting. Start looking for subject matter that 
pertains to “Anything That Floats”, select something that appeals to you and get started with your build because 
May will be here before you know it 
 
Gator Modelers February Meeting Hi-lights 
 
14 club members and two guests attended the Gator Modelers Club meeting on February 16th.  Mike opened the 
meeting with a re-cap of Jaxcon (Clarence Con), Mike mentioned the large number of Gator Modeler 
participants and winners, and he also talked about how well the Club display was received. He thanked those 
that helped and provided models for the display. Mike mentioned that Bruce was going to do a write up on the 
Early Jets display. Mike also did a re-cap of the newsletter and the event calendar. Mike gave a quick update on 
the Annual Club Auction to be held on April 23rd. Mike provided and update on the Web site transfer to another 
provider and that he was working on updating the web page. He also discussed the possibility of displaying the 
Blue Angels Club build at the “70th Anniversary of the Blue Angels” event to be held in Jacksonville on 
November 5 & 6.  
Mike then discussed the split to the meeting raffle format as described above.  
Mike announced that the raffles would be held and Members in good standing that attended the meeting 
received one raffle ticket and they received an extra ticket for bringing in a completed model for show and tell. 
The max tickets that anyone could receive for the meeting raffle was limited to 2.   
After the raffle was completed Show-n-Tell was held.  
Mike adjourned the meeting and then Frank gave an interesting presentation on the History of the US Aircraft 
Insignia. 

Gator Modelers February Meeting Models 
 

  
1/? PE Millenium Falcon  

By Mike Martinez 
1/48 Mirage 3CJ IAF 

By Paul Bennett 
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1/24 Dodge Magnum 

By Jack Mugan 
1/25 2005 Chevrolet Impala  

By Bill Winter 
 

  
1/24 51’ Merc 

By Ed Ingersoll 
1/48 Willys Jeep  
By Frank Ahern 

 

  
1/72 PBY Black Cat 

By Arron Alt (Junior) 
1/? P-40 Warhawk  

By Arron Alt(Junior) 
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1/72 Douglas Skystreak 

By Bruce Doyle 
1/? Chris Craft 46’ 
By Clarence Snyder 

 

  
1/72 Northrup X-4 Bantam 

By Bruce Doyle 
1/72 Beach Diorama In-progress 

By Frank Ahern 
 

  
1/48 P-47B with motor and sound In-Process 

By Jack Mugan By Frank Ahern 
1/72 Huey Cobra In-process 

By Brian Cormak 
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No Picture No Picture 

1/48 A6M3 Zero In-Process 
By Ed Ingersoll 

1/72 Honda T360 Truck 
By Mike Martinez 

 
No Picture 

1/25 55 Gal Barrels  
By Steve Cope 

 
 
Gator Modelers Annual Dues for 2016 were be due by November meeting 
 
Bill started collecting the Gator Modeler Annual Dues for 2016 at the October meeting. The dues are $20.00 per 
year. The Membership list will be purged of any members who have not paid their dues by the November 
meeting and those past members have been moved down to the in-active list on the Club Roster. Please 
remember that the dues are an important part of the club and allow the club to participate in many things like 
annual registration with the IPMS National Organization. The dues also provide funds to support trophy 
packages for national and regional events. The funds also fund costs associated with maintaining our Web site.   
 
You must be a member “in-good-standing” to participate in the Meeting Raffle and the Member of the Year. 
 

Please pay your dues promptly.   
  
March Business Meeting 
 
The Gator Modeler Executive Officers held a lunch meeting on March 3rd at Steak-n-Shake, Archer Road. 
Seven executive committee members attended the meeting. The topics discussed were: 
 

·  Article for IPMS and Finescale 
·  Web Site Move 
·  Chapter of the Year Award 
·  Club Auction  
·  Purchasing Tables for displays 
·  Business Cards 
·  Future Presentations 
·  March Meeting Presentation- “State of the Art” aircraft by Mike Martinez 

 
March Meeting Presentation 
 
The March Meeting Presentation is “State of the Art” aircraft by Mike Martinez. Mike will share his research 
on the latest aircraft from around the world. This will be very interesting information. 
 
Future Presentations will include: 
April  Howard from Ocala-Vietnam Vet 
May Retired  Naval Aviator and Test Pilot John Donis  
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Gator Modelers Member of the Year Scoring System (Updated ) 
 
Member of the Year program Points will be reset at the end of the November meeting so the award can 
be presented at the Annual Christmas Party. 
We will award points to members based on participation in club events, including IPMS sponsored activities. 
Points will be listed in the newsletter.  The member with the highest points at the end of the year is our Member 
of the Year.  The points will reset on First of December.  The Vice President will keep track of the points 
scored each month and he will prove an updated list along with an accumulated score for the year to be shown 
in the newsletter. 
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Modeling Tech 
Punches and Circle Cutter 
From Paul’s Toolbox 

 
 For a model builder, circles are useful in so many ways.  They can also be a real challenge.  How many 
times have you found yourself trying to mask a small circular port, or make a circular shape for some purpose?  
I found this when I was trying to mask the side portholes on a C-130 model, or for that matter making a 
replacement window. 
 I found an answer in my toolbox.  Years ago I used to do leatherworking and had purchased two 
punches, one a rotary with several punches of different sizes arranged on a wheel. 

 
 

 As there were more sizes of punch core available, I also purchased a single punch for the remaining size. 
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 These punches cut tape, paper, and even light plastic very nicely.   I even used the punch to make better 
windows for the C-130 using transparent plastic.   
 Now all these are great for small circles, however, being able to make a much larger circle can be handy.  
For that, I purchased a Hobbico circle cutter.  It can make a circle from just under .5 inches to almost 6 inches. 
 

 
 

 As it is adjustable, no more hunting for something circular with just the right diameter.  It is also marked 
both in metric and English units. 
 
��������	�
���
��������������	�
���
��������������	�
���
��������������	�
���
������� ���
�����������	���

����
In the past I have written and spoken some disparaging things 
about vintage model kits, mostly related to the fact that some 
people think they are collectible and worth big money. Recent 
experience with a couple of really old kits has changed my 
perspective, however, and forced me to re-think my opinion.�
It started when Jack Mugan brought his motorized P-47 to the 
February meeting. I decided then that I wanted to build a 
“Jug” and remembered that Jack had graciously given me a 

60’s vintage Monogram P-47D kit a couple of years ago. Because of my low opinion of old kits at that time it 
had resided on a back shelf of my stash closet.  Once I dragged it out into the light and began to look at it I 
realized that it still looked pretty good.  
A quick survey of the parts and some test fitting of the major components convinced me that it might not be too 
hard to build. 
The decals were, of course, yellow and un-usable, but I already some new decals in hand. The plastic parts 
showed no sign of deterioration and the clear parts were in good shape. 
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On starting construction, I noticed the differences that 
characterize older kits – thicker, sturdier pieces; molded-in 
detail, simplified construction steps – to name a few. The 
surprising thing to me was that I began to appreciate these 
qualities, not look on them as negatives. The bigger parts 
were easier to handle, less fragile and didn’t get lost. The 
molded detail, when properly painted and highlighted, 
looked convincing. The instructions were simple and easy 
to follow, unlike many new kits, and I was able to build 
the kit without having to go back and undo something I’d 
done wrong.    
Thanks to the relatively easy construction process I could 
quickly get to the parts of modeling I enjoy most – 
painting, decals and weathering.  The result is a model that 

I am proud to add to my collection. It proved to me that, just like those of us who model, some things over 50 
years old are still worthwhile.                                                          
 
Tech Gen 
by Bruce “Yard Modeler” Doyle;  
Transcribed by Bill Winter 
Jet propulsion ushered in a revolution in military and civilian aviation. The combat arena rose from tree-top 
level to the edge of space, from 100’s of miles per hour (MPH) to Mach 2 and beyond. Jetliners helped shrink 
the globe making it convenient and affordable for millions of people to fly worldwide. The era started with the 
Heinkel rocket plane and ended with the deHavilland Comet jetliner. 
 

 
 
This revolution – one of the most important of the 20th century – began before the first week of the outbreak of 
World War II and evolved throughout the rest of the 1940’s. In an ironic bookend twist to this beginning was 
the dawn of the nuclear age in the last week of the war with the atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima. Within six 
short years, life on earth changed forever with these two events. 

  
The dawn of the jet age is chronicled in William Green’s book “The Jet Aircraft of the World” (Hanover House, 
1957, HB 176pp). We’ll limit our focus to the WWII years and the balance of the 1940’s – the parameters we 
set for Collectors’ Day and Jaxcon. 
 
Green describes the 27 rocket and jet aircraft that flew during the war years – June, 1939 through December, 
1945 – and the other 69 aircraft to the end of the decade totaling 96 aircraft in all. 
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Of these 96 planes, 12 were rocket powered (6 German, 3 American and one each: Russia, Japan and France); 9 
were either turboprop or turboprop/turbojet mixed; 5 were civilian including the first civil turboprop airliner 
(Vickers Viscount) and the first pure civilian jet – the Comet. 
 
Green’s book was published in 1957 (when I bought it) when the cold war secrecy of the “Iron Curtain” 
precluding him from knowing that the Soviets actually flew 15 additional aircraft in this ear (including a rocket 
plane in WWII). Author Bill Gunston’s book “Aircarft of the Soviet Union” (Osprey, 1983, HB; 416 pp) 
enumerates these planes. Gunston points out that of the 850 types covered in his book, 710 were unknown to the 
world’s leading aviation authority – “Janes All the World’s Aircraft” – because of the Stalinist era of secrecy. 
I’m therefore giving Green a pass on this omission of these aircraft. 
 
Of the 27 (28) planes, I built models (all in 1:72 scale) of eight of them during my previous modeling career 
(1990’s). Then starting last spring (2015) I began a mission to fill in the gaps of the wartime aircraft – and a few 
of the post-war planes (11 so far). What follows is a chronological accounting of these historic airplanes, the 
kits I built, with a brief review of the kits utilized. The club displayed 49 different types in Jacksonville – maybe 
down the road I’ll list some of the other more important aircraft and the kits available to get the total close to 96 
(111)! 
 
[1] Heinkel He-176: Rocket powered “tail dragger” that first flew on June 20, 1939. Destroyed in July, 1943 
RAF air raid on “Air Museum Berlin.” Below is the only known photograph of the actual Heinkel He 176 
prototype aircraft, probably taken at Peenemünde in 1938. 
 

 
 
Model: “Jach” models (Czech) (“Attack” in Squadron/Signal catalog), 3 sprues, 20 parts (3 clear), 14 pieces of 
P.E. fret, no decals, no locating pins, butt points for wings, horizontal stab. 4 page pictograph instruction sheet; 
generic color callouts (RLM 02, RLM 06, etc.), instruction sheet “Jinglish” (or does anybody speak English 
around here?):” . . . Before assembly paint any internalor inaccessible parts. . . “ 
 
[2] Heinkel He-178: In the 1980’s adjunct professor Hans Von Ohaim taught in the Unviersity of Florida 
Engineering School. In his native Germany Von Ohain and Ernst Heinkel produiced the first turbojet in the 
world top fly – the date: August 24, 1939 – one week before Hitler invaded Poland and the start of the Second 
Wordl War. It too was destroyed in the air raid of 1943. There is some motion picture footage (see “Warplanes” 
– American Heroes Channel). 

 
The model: “Special Hobby” – Czech. LTD. ED. Kit; 2 sprues with 30 parts, 1 clear, 6 piece P.E. fret; decal 
sheet “Heinkel” and instrument panel; 2 resin pieces. “Tail-dragger” with no locating pins, butt joints; remova 
of plastic to fit wings, tail wheel mounting, need to cutout main gear bay to fit resin pieces ($%#$*&^%!). 
Much to my relief film shows plane flying with gear doors closed which I happily replicated. 6 page 
instructions are pictograph, no text; color callouts are Gunze Sanyo. 
Continued in the next issue . . . Thanks for reading. 
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IPMS Update 
 
The following was received from our IPMS Region-11 Coordinator, Jim Stepanek: 
 
Here's a message from DLC John Noack regarding chapter of the year.  John wants a decision by April 1 so I'll 
need your nomination by March 26, 2016.  Although not mentioned, IPMS will also be doing a newsletter of the 
year award.  Again, your nomination needs to be in my hands by March 26, 2016.  I'm emailed only 2 
newsletters on a regular basis.  Lastly, there's my award for the chapter contact of the year.  I believe Region 11 
is the only region that presents such an award. 
 
Time to start thinking about nominations for your Region's chapter of the year.  I'd appreciate your selections 
and nominations for COY (National level) by April 1.  
 
Some criteria for selection of your Regional CoY: 
1. Chapter outreach - what does the chapter do to attract new members?  Mall shows, contests, publicity, 
linking up with a LHS, flyers, etc. 
2. Chapter engagement - what do the officers and members of the chapter do to keep the interest level high 
and get members to attend meetings?  Show and tell, build events, road trips, speakers, displays at venues and 
events. 
3. Leadership - What does the chapter leadership do to go the "extra mile" and keep its' members participating? 
4. Engagement with other chapters and with national organization - discounts for National members, cross-
chapter events, joint hosting of a contest, etc. 
 
Thanks, 
 
John 
 
Jim added the following request: 
 
Nominations for IPMS Chapter of the Year, Newsletter of the Year, Web Site of the Year, and Chapter Contact 
of the year need to be submitted to me on or before March 26, 2016. 
 
Jim also sent out a notice that IPMS will no longer support the Make-n-Take Program. 
 
Jim "Crazy" Stepanek  
��������	
���
�
A New Office Manager for IPMS has been appointed; her name is Marie Van Schoonhoven who just happens 
to live in the St. Pete area. Her email is omipmsusa@gmail.com, the phone number has been changed to 727-
537-6886. Marie’s husband, Mike, is the Second VP for IPMS. The IPMS business address remains the same. 
 
The IPMS USA Region-11 Web Site is up and running; check it out at http://ipmsrc11.cybrarygoddess.com/ 
 
The IPMS USA Region-11 Facebook Page is up and running. For updates on IPMS Region-11 events, activities 
and information for the members in the region please check out the Facebook page at the link below. This page 
is not for trading general modeling information or buying and selling. The Facebook page is open only to 
Region-11 members and you will need to send a “request to join” via the link below: 
 
Please check your IPMS Membership to insure that you are current. 
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Facts, Links , Reads, and Views 
 
1940's Aircraft Carrier Color Video (Very Rare) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=9dR3h2HdnBQ 
 
Airplane Graveyard of World War II in Pacific Ocean Argunners 
 
Pilots at Pearl Harbor 
https://www.youtube.com/embed/zS8HWFWaqa4 
 
http://nextbigfuture.com/2016/02/b52-and-b1-bombers-will-be-converted.html?hl=1&noRedirect=1 

 
Bill Like’s 
By Bill (Heavy Armor) Winter 
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‘Nough for now! – Bill (Note: the cartoon character is not me – It is Sgt Rock!). 
 

     
  
Bye. – Bill 
 
Events Calendar 
 
This list contains modeling events with the IPMS Region-11 Events listings in bold. 

2016 

Mar. 17 Gator Modelers Regular Meeting 
Mar. 19 IPMS Atlanta  Atlanta Con 2016   Marietta, GA 
Mar. 26 Billetproof   Florida Auto and Scale Trucks Ocala, FL 

Apr. 2  Wings, Wheels & Keels 21st Annual WWK Show Venice, FL 
Apr. 7-9 AMPS 2016 National Contest    Sumter, SC 
Apr. 19 Gator Modelers Regular Meeting 
Apr.23  Gator Modelers Annual Club Auction 

May 17 Gator Modelers Regular Meeting and Club Contest 

Jun. 3-5 Space Coast  �2016 Regional ModelFest� � Melbourne, FL 
Jun. 11  ScottCon       Warner Robins, GA 
Jun. 21  Gator Modelers Regular Meeting 

Jul. 19  Gator Modelers Regular Meeting 

Aug. 3-6 IPMS USA 2016 National Contest    Columbia, SC 
Aug. 16 Gator Modelers Regular Meeting 

Sep. 16-18 Modelpalooza      Orlando, FL 
Sep. 20 Gator Modelers Regular Meeting 

Oct. 18  Gator Modelers Regular Meeting 
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Nov.15  Gator Modelers Regular Meeting and Club Contest� �
 
 
 
Wild Paint 
From Jack Mugan 
 

 
 

 
  
Modeler’s Tip of the Month (none submitted this month) 
 

Seat Belts Made Simple  

By Rato Marczak (Jack found this on the Web) Antrvm Ratvs - Seat belts made simple 
 
 
Imagine the scene: you are working on a quick aircraft model project, and all you want is a simple but decent cockpit to be 
seen through the closed canopy. You are about to glue the fuselage halves together, but then you realize you have to add 
the pilot's seat belts. You look for your PE parts and all the belts are gone. You think about doing tape belts. Nah! Simple, 
but not up to you model. Sure, you can order more PE belts, but besides having to wait until they arrive, PE parts can be 
more expensive than the kit you are working on.  
 
What I'm going to show you in this article is a fine but extremely simple way to obtain very convincing seat belts. You can 
use these ideas in any scale, but I found they are more useful in 1/72 models. Sure, you can see the seat belts and 
buckles through the clear parts, just they do not need to be perfect in such cases, particularly with a closed canopy. In 
larger scales, a good quality PE item is unbeatable, I admit, as far as you are willing to pay the price.  
 
Let's start with the belts. I usually overlap two wide Tamiya kabuki tapes to make them more thick. Working on a plastic 
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lid, I slice the tape according to the belt width. I like to leave a 1-2 mm non-overlapping end for easier folding over the 
buckles later: 

 
 
Next, user your favorite acrylic paint to give some color to the belts. This is supposed to be a quick job, so I don't even 
bother airbrushing them. I like to use Vallejo paints here because they dry fast and remain relatively flexible while still not 
fully cured.  

 
 
While the paint is drying, we can do the buckles. The idea is to roll fuse wire (choose one of suitable diameter) around 
something with the approximate shape of the buckles. The type of wire found in the core of TV cables works great, too. 
For oval buckles I use the ends of a fine tip tweezer, and for triangular buckles I sanded a piece of sprue. You can use 
virtually anything which fits you need:  
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Next, use a sharp hobby knife to slice the wire along what will be the less visible side of the buckle. Fuse wire is soft, and 
will cut very easily. Be sure to wear eye protection - you don't want one of these tiny things flying in your eyes.  
 
Select the ones with about the same size. Normally, one of the edges will be hidden under the tape, but it is a good idea 
to use a pair of tweezers to join the ends of each buckle, if necessary, : 

 
 
By now the paint is dry enough to be handled. Remove the best ones from the backing lid and insert the buckles in the 
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non-overlapping end in such a way that the sliced ends touch the stick surface of the tape. That will hold it in place while 
you fold the tape over it. Once folded, give some extra pressure with a tweezer or a toothpick. Because two sticking 
surfaces of the tape are in contact you don't need to worry about the end opening, so no glue is necessary. You can make 
variations by inserting buckles somewhere in the mid length of the belts, or adding a belt end hanging here or there. The 
idea is to cheat, but not much, therefore check your references before starting to make your belts visually resembling the 
real thing. 

 

I used this method in the seat of my Hasegawa Dewoitine D.520 in 1/72, along with an improved kit's seat. I went a bit 
further and marked some grommets using a sharp pencil (I could have added some paint wash, too). The sticking side 
allow you to pose the belts anyway you want as you go. I usually apply small beads of super glue to anchor the invisible 
ends of the belts, just in case. The result is very convincing: 

 

 
 
Even though the canopy will be closed in that particular model, it adds a lot to the cockpit. Of course I had improved the 
original kit's seat too, but even if I had not, the difference would be obvious: 
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Having used everything from PE items to decal printed seat belts, I really like to use spruce my models with quick and 
effective methods, but they are not that many. This method is simple enough to be tried by anyone. I spent around half an 
hour to make the example shown here. You can prepare a dozen or so of them during one night section and have ready 
to go belts for many models. 
 
Someone asked me why not to make the buckles with stretched sprue like we make plastic rings. We could, but by using 
fuse wire we don't have to struggle with painting the tiny buckles - they are natural metal after all. Second, it is a cheap 
option, let alone if you compare with PE parts. And look, these are genuinely self-adhesive parts, yet much more flexible 
than any metal item.  
 
I hope you find this tip useful.  
 
If you have a modeling tip you would like to share with your fellow modelers, please send 
us a copy so we can put it in the newsletter.�

�����������	
����
�������������������������������	� ���
If you just opened up that new kit and want to give a box or build review, write it up and 
we’ll put it in the newsletter and put it on the Web Site. Just read a good book, tell us 
about it! Got a great tip, share it with your fellow club members. This is your Newsletter 
and your Web Site and they’re only going to be as good as YOU make them so contribute 
something to the cause. Don’t be afraid to ask for assistance if you have something you 
want to share, we’ll be happy to assist you in making it happen! 

 
Don’t forget to support your local hobby shop; they support us in many ways. 

 
Gainesville HobbyTown 

Eric Canto: Proprietor 
7420 W. Newberry Road (next to Sports Authority) 

Gainesville, FL 32606 
www.gainesvillefl.hobbytown.com 

Mon.-Fri.:10 AM to 7PM 
Sat.: 10AM to 5PM 
Sun: 12PM to 4PM 

Rob’s Hobby World 
Rob Stevely: Proprietor 

8585 SW Hwy 200 unit 14 
Ocala, FL 34474 

www.robshobbyworld@MSN.com 
Mon.-Fri.:10 AM to 5:30PM 

Sat.: 9AM to 4PM 
Sun: Closed 



24 
 

 

 
 
Please check out WWW.IPMSUSA.ORG for the latest information from IPMS National 
Headquarters and for information about joining IPMS. 

 
 

Ed Ingersoll, – Secretary – Newsletter Editor ingersollle@gru.net 
Home:  (352) 375-2027;   Cell:  (352) 339-3367 


