
Gator Modelers Get Ready for Modelpalooza 

 

INCOMING 
 

    Incoming! 
 
“36 square inches”.  The figure is significant.  In a recent poll 
conducted by me on all the modelers within a hundred-yard 
radius of my house, I have concluded that the actual workspace 
available for modeling is 36 square inches. 
 
Now the room where I model is 250 square feet.  In that, I’m 
more fortunate than others who have to model in a closet, a 
dining room table or on the RTS bus as it winds its way 
downtown.  But the door swings inward, negating 9 square feet.  
The shelves with reference materials take up 50 square feet and 
the computer system another 15.  The airbrush station sucks up 
another 10 square feet. 
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INCOMING (Continued)  
 
Then there’s the stash, which occupies 600 square feet, but fortunately like most modelers I can transcend the 
laws of mathematics and fit it into a third of the space, with the caveat being that somewhere in the back is not 
only a Lockheed Electra that will never be built, but probably also Amelia Earheart. 
 
That leaves the workbench, which is 8 square feet.  Right away you see the problem.  There’s no way I can 
build a 1:32 B-36 on a surface so small.  And it also occupies the space with my paints, brushes, sanding sticks, 
tools, disposable gloves, thinners of various sorts, tweezers and q-sticks.  I’ve put most of it into a tackle box, 
which, regrettably, takes up space at the back of the table. 
 
So in the end…6 inches by 6 inches, which as it happens is exactly the space needed by the box the model 
comes in. 
 
I have to cut this short. The RTS bus is coming, and the seat behind the driver is the only place I can put my 
superglue while the model sets. 
 
Gator Modelers Get Ready For Modelpalooza (Continued) 
 
Gator Modelers are getting ready for the upcoming Modelpalooza event on September 16-18, 2016 in Orlando. 
The Gators have purchased two vendor tables so that they can display their ‘Early Jets” collection at the event. 
The Gators will also debut their new table covers at the event. The club had patches and table covers made that 
can be used for club displays. Special thanks go to Sue Palmer for sewing up the “Swamp Gas Yellow” Table 
Cover Throws. She will be sewing on the large club patches on them after the final placement is determined at 
the Orlando event. These new covers and throws will brighten up any event where they are displayed! 
At least one Gator will be attending the Figure Painting class being given at the event on Friday. Several 
members are planning to attend the event. A few member purchased vendor table and the usual bunch will be 
helping with the judging. Looks like it will be another grand event participation by the Gator Modelers! 

Gator Modelers Club Build of all the Blue Angels Ai rcraft-Update 
 
After Paul provided three different examples from the Blue Angels for the Library display it was decided to do 
a Club Build of all the Blue Angel Demonstration Aircraft in 1/48 Scale including a few trial aircraft and all the 
Support Aircraft in 1/144. Paul will build Fat Albert in 1/72 scale due to its overall size. The chart below shows 
a list of all the aircraft to be built, commitments and current status of the builds.  
An updated list of aircraft and commits to build are listed below, there are still several aircraft than need 
someone to pick them up and complete a build for the display. 
 
U.S. Navy Blue Angels ��     

  Built Scale ��
In 
Work Scale 

Demonstration Aircraft     ��     
F6F-5 Hellcat     �� Ed 1/48 
SNJ Texan Beetle Bomb     �� Dan 1/48 
SNJ Texan Beetle Bomb#2     �� Ed 1/48 
F7U Cutlass Jack 1/48 ��     
F8F-1 Bearcat Jack 1/48 ��     
F8F-1 Bearcat Beetle Bomb Jack 1/48 ��     



F9F-2 Panther     �� Arron 1/48? 
F9F-5 Panther     ��   
F9F-8 Cougar     ��     
F11F-1 Tiger Paul 1/48 ��     
F-4J Phantom II Mike 1/48 ��     
A-4F Skyhawk Paul 1/48 ��     
F/A-18A/B      ��     
F/A-18C/D Hornet Paul 1/48 ��     
      ��     
Support Aircraft     ��     
R4D Skytrain     ��     
R5C Commando     ��     
R5D Skymaster Frank 1/144 ��     
C-121 Super Constellation Frank 1/144 ��     
C-130 Hercules "Fat Albert"     �� Paul 1/72 
C-130 Hercules "Bert" Paul 1/144 ��     
C-130 Hercules "Ernie" Paul 1/144 ��     
Additional Aircraft     ��     
T-33 Shooting Star Frank 1/48 ��     
F-8U Crusader     ��     

 

Gator Modeler Meeting Raffle Update 
 
Clarence was the lucky winner of the August-Model monthly meeting raffle. Clarence automatically received a 
wildcard selection with which he selected the 1/25 Chrysler kit. Mike was the lucky winner of the August-
Attendance monthly meeting raffle. Mike rolled the golden dice and ended up getting a Wild Card “6” from 
which he selected the 1/700 DDG-169 Destroyer.  Clarence and Mike will receive their kits at the meeting on 
September 20th. 
 
 
The Executive Officers decided to change the Raffle format as follows: 
You must be a Gator Modeler “Member–in-good-standing” in order to participate.  
If you attend the meeting you receive one Blue raffle ticket and if you bring in a new completed model for show 
and tell you will receive one Red raffle ticket. The completed model should have been completed within the 
past year. 
The winners will be drawn at the end of the meeting. 
The Red ticket will be drawn first and the winner can select a model from any raffle category. 
The Blue ticket will then be drawn and the winner will roll the magic golden dice to determine a category of 
model from which they can select one. If they are lucky enough to roll a “6” they get to choose from any 
category. The raffle models and miscellaneous items have been collected over the past few months so there will 
be a good selection to choose from. The categories are: “1” Aircraft”, “2” Armor, “3” Ships, “4” Automotive 
and “5” is Sci-Fi, Science and Miscellaneous. 
Bill maintains a photo list of all the models available in each category to help with making the winning 
selection; Bill removes any selected kits and makes any new additions to the list.  
The max tickets you can receive for a meeting is limited to 2. 
 
 



Gator Modelers August Meeting Hi-lights 
 
16 club members attended the Gator Modelers Club meeting on August 16th.  Mike opened the meeting with a 
re-cap for the newsletter and events calendar. He also mentioned the size of the IPMS Application on the back 
page which was in response to the Newsletter of the Year Award selection criteria as set forth by IPMS Chapter 
Coordinator John Noack at the 2016 convention.  Mike told the group that he had secured two tables at the 
event and a van to take the Early Jets Collection down to Modelpalooza. He minded everyone having models 
for the display need to get them to Mike or bring them down to Orlando. Mike reminded everyone about the 
November Club contest and that the topic would be “emergency, search and rescue”. Mike informed the group 
that there was an article in FineScale Modeler about the Gator Modeler’s club display of Early Jets. 
Mike discussed the Blue Angels Club build and said he had he was in contact with the folks setting up the 
Jacksonville Airshow which will be held on November 5th & 6th.  Mike told the member that he needed a picture 
of each model to be part of the display. Mike then went through a re-cap of Newsletter and Events Calendar. 
Mike gave a status update on the Web site transfer and the web page.  Mike also reminded everyone about the 
Gator Modeler Face Book page. 
Bill mentioned the Christmas Party and Gift Exchange will be held on December 17th. 
Mike announced that the raffles would be held and Members in good standing that attended the meeting 
received one raffle ticket and they received an extra ticket for bringing in a completed model for show and tell.  
 
The max tickets that anyone could receive for the meeting raffle was limited to 2.   
After the raffle was completed Show-n-Tell was held. Mike adjourned the meeting and then he gave a 
presentation on “Things that Float”. In typical Mike fashion he came up with a very interesting presentation, He 
provided some very interesting facts on a variety of odd “Things that Float”. Thanks Mike. 

 

Gator Modelers August Meeting Models 
 

  
Box Scale Klingon Warbird In-process 

1/72 F-22 Raptor 
By: Aaron Alt (Junior) 

Box Scale Photo Etch Cessna CAP 
By; Nathaniel Kiker (Junior) 

 



  
Robin Olds Bust 
By: Jack Mugan 

1/72 Foo Fighter 
By: Ed Ingersoll 

 

  
1/144 C-130 Blue Angels (Bert) 

By: Paul Bennett 
1/144 C-130 Blue Angels (Ernie) 

By: Paul Bennett 
 

  
1/48 Airfield Fuel Truck 

By: Frank Ahern 
1/72 F-86D Sabre Dog 

By: Bruce Doyle 
 



  
1/72 Northrop Gamma 

By: Mike Martinez 
Box Scale Star Ship Big E 

By: Clarence Snyder 
 

  
1/72 M.D. 450 Ouragan 

By Bruce Doyle 
1/72 YAK-17 

By: Bruce Doyle 
 

  
Gundam Grimoire 

By: Miguel Miranda 
Gundam ? 

By: Miguel Miranda 
 



  
1/35 Leopard 

By: Bill Winter 
1/48 SNJ Blue Angel In-process 

By: Ed Ingersoll 
 

  
1/25 Fire Fighter X2 In-Process 

By: Paul Bennett 
1/72 Vickers Viscount 

By: Bruce Doyle 
 
Not Shown 
1/700 USS Fletcher In-Process 1/144 Mecha In-Process 
By: Tracy Palmer By: Mike Martinez 
 
September Business Meeting 
 
The Gator Modeler Executive Officers held a lunch meeting on September 9th at Steak-n-Shake, Archer Road. 
Six executive committee members attended the meeting. The topics discussed were: 
 

·  Blue Angels Display in Jacksonville 
·  Table and Tent for Displays 
·  Web Site Update 
·  Modelpalooza 
·  Christmas Party 
·  September Presentation 
·  Future Presentations 
·  2018 IPMS NATS 



 
 
September Meeting Presentation 
 
Ed will have a Slide-show of pictures from the 2016 IPMS Nats held last month in Columbus, South Carolina. 
 
Gator Modeler Club Contest for November 
 
Dan Contento won the may Club Contest with his 1/32 scale “Hansa-Brandenburg W.29”. As the winner he has 
selected “Emergency, Search and Rescue” as the next Club Contest theme for the November 15, 2016 
meeting. I received the following from Dan; “After spending way too much time over thinking it, I'm going 
with emergency, search and rescue. Any vehicle, plane, helicopter or boat that's primary function is to find, 
rescue or transport a lost, injured or wounded person.” 
It is not too early to start thinking about your selection for the November Club Contest; November will be here 
before you know it. 
You should already selected a subject and started construction but it’s not too late to get started but you best be 
getting your act together. 
 
Gator Modelers Member of the Year Scoring System (Updated ) 
 
Member of the Year program Points will be reset at the end of the November meeting so the award can 
be presented at the Annual Christmas Party. 
We will award points to members based on participation in club events, including IPMS sponsored activities. 
Points will be listed in the newsletter.  The member with the highest points at the end of the year is our Member 
of the Year.  The points will reset on First of December.  The Vice President will keep track of the points 
scored each month and he will prove an updated list along with an accumulated score for the year to be shown 
in the newsletter. 
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Gator Modelers Annual Dues for 2017 will be due at the November meeting  
 
Bill will start collecting the Gator Modeler Annual Dues for 2017 at the October meeting. The dues are $20.00 
per year. The Membership list will be purged of any members who have not paid their dues by the 
November meeting and those past members have been moved down to the in-active list on the Club 
Roster. Please remember that the dues are an important part of the club and allow the club to participate in 
many things like annual registration with the IPMS National Organization. The dues also provide funds to 
support trophy packages for national and regional events. The funds also fund costs associated with maintaining 
our Web site.   
  
You must be a member “in-good-standing” to participate in the Meeting Raffle and the Member of the Year. 
 

Please pay your dues promptly.  
 
 
 
 
 



Model Build 
 
Building the Big Cat….Jaguar XJR-9LM in 24th Scale. 
By Jack Mugan 
 
   Normally I really find English cars not to be of my liking, 
but the Jaguar to me is the exception to the rule, particularly 
the sports models. So it is to be expected that when the 
Tamiya kit hit the hobby shop some years ago, I was going to 
build one for sure. Although the kit has been available for 
some years, I only recently pulled the trigger and finally got 
started. 
   According to the instruction sheet this car ran in this 
configuration at Le Mans 24 hour race in 1988. Powered by a 
natural aspirated 7.0 liter V-12 engine, out gunned the 
Porsches and Mercedes and brought the gold home to 
England. 
   To the best of my knowledge, there are but three kits of the 
XJR available. One produced by Tamiya and two by Hasegawa. The Tamiya kit comes with a complete engine 
and steerable front wheels, whereas the Hasegawa kits are basically curbside models. They have interiors but no 
engines. 

   The thing that attracted me the most to this kit was the body 
design and the elaborate paint scheme.  The big challenge to me 
was to put this complicated scheme on the car without setting my 
hair on fire. I tip my hat to Tamiya for producing a great decal 
sheet that was not fragile as well as a good fit. 
   The kit is done in 16 steps without an excessive number of parts. 
The cockpit is nicely done and could be detailed further, but when 
the kit is completed, most of the detail would not be seen unless the 
builder opened a door. I decided to put my extra effort into the 
engine bay where there was plenty of space to have some fun. 
   Thanks to Google, there is an abundance of reference photos 
available to help detail out the engine bay. Fortunately Tamiya 
produces a spray can of Lavender called for in the instructions. 

Take care to check the suspension while constructing to insure that all wheels are making contact with the 
ground. It does not take much to achieve the three wheel stance. 
 

  



 
 
Technical Gen- Definitions 
by Bruce “Yard Modeler” Doyle;  
 
Definition of Terms: 
 
“Technical Gen:” William Green’s RAF FLYING REVIEW had a feature called “Technical Gen” (Technical 
Intelligence). 
 
It was subtitled: “An Advisory Bureau for Aerophiles.” It was my idea to pay “homage” to Green by using this 
term also. I even used it in my 11th Bomb Squadron Newsletter for B-25 “stuff.” 
 
Yard Modeler: No, I don’t work outdoors in the yard, although I do “rattle-can” paint my models outside. What 
it really means is: “If it looks good to me from a yard (three feet) away, then I’m happy.” Tracy mentioned to 
me that in England lighted magnification devices are not allowed at their IPMS conventions. No peeking 
(leering) into cockpits, wheel wells, etc. So in solidarity with our English cousins and WWII allies, I’m a “yard-
modeler.” Three feet is close enough for a look-see. 
 
�

 



Paul’s Toolbox 
By Paul Bennett 
 
From Paul’s Toolbox 
The bending brake 
This is a miniature bending brake that can be used for shaping plastic and 
thin metal.  It is definitely better than relying on pliers or a vise.  It avoids 
marring the material being shaped.   However, I would still rely on my 
photoetch bender for shaping photoetch. 
 
As an example I will bend a piece of plastic.  I set that sliding bar you can 
see at the bottom and lock it in place.  Then I loosen the two top knobs so I 
can raise the black bar to slide the plastic in. 
 
Now I begin to slowly and equally tighten the 
knobs. 
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And this is the finished product.  Note how the bend forms on both sides until we have a ninety degree bend. 
 

 
 
 
 
IPMS Update 
IPMS/USA Region 11 Report 
 
September 2016 
 
Jim wants to remind everyone know that the IPMS 2017 Convention is being held on July 26-29, 2017 in 
Omaha, Nebraska and the folks in Omaha are now accepting hotel reservations for the convention. The 
Embassy Suites is already sold out and the Courtyard by Marriot is nearly sold out. There is a new block of 
rooms available at the Hampton Inn which is across the street from the convention site. If you are thinking 
about going to Omaha you had better get a room soon as they seem to be going faster this year than in the past.  
 
Don’t forget that Modelpalooza is this coming weekend in Orlando. 
 
Jim "Crazy" Stepanek  
��������	
���
IPMS/USA Region 11 Coordinator 
����
������������	��������������	��������������	��������������	��� ���
IPMS Office Manager is Marie Van Schoonhoven who lives in the St. Pete area. Her email is 
omipmsusa@gmail.com, the IPMS office phone number has been changed to 727-537-6886. Marie’s husband, 
Mike, is the Second VP for IPMS. The IPMS business address has changed to IPMS/USA, PO Box 56023, St 
Petersburg, FL 33732-6023. 
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The IPMS USA Region-11 Web Site is up and running; check it out at http://ipmsrc11.cybrarygoddess.com/ 
The IPMS USA Region-11 Facebook Page is up and running. For updates on IPMS Region-11 events, 
activities and information for the members in the region please check out the Facebook page at the link below. 
This page is not for trading general modeling information or buying and selling. The Facebook page is open 
only to Region-11 members and you will need to send a “request to join” via the link below: 
 
Please check your IPMS Membership to insure that you are current. 
 
Facts, Links , Reads, and Views 
 
Painting Mottling Without an Airbrush 
https://youtu.be/aSfSAqw6Kx0 
 
Back to Basics: Masking for Paint VIDEO tutorial | Plastic Models World��
�
Launching from a carrier....terrific! 
����������	
������������	������������������������ � ��!"� �����
	�# �
�
 
Modeling Tip 
DIY Airbrush Cleaner for Acrylic Paint 
https://youtu.be/HY5mr5gLHRY 
 
Bill Like’s 
By Bill (Heavy Armor) Winter 
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Enough for now. Bye. – Bill 
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Events Calendar 
 
This list contains modeling events with the IPMS Region-11 Events listings in bold. 

2016 

Sep. 16-18 Modelpalooza      Orlando, FL 
Sep. 20 Gator Modelers Regular Meeting 

Oct. 18  Gator Modelers Regular Meeting 
Oct. 22  15th Annual Table Top Nationals    Deerfield Beach, FL 

Nov. 5  Southlands Model Car Show    Dunedin, FL 
Nov. 5-6 Jacksonville Airshow on the Beach    Jacksonville, FL 
Nov.15  Gator Modelers Regular Meeting and Club Contest� �

Dec. 17 Gator Modelers Annual Christmas Party 
 
2017 
 
Feb. 11 Jaxcon       Jacksonville, FL 
Feb. 17-19 Atlanta Figure & AMPS show    Atlanta, GA 
 
Apr. 20-22 AMPS International Show     Danbury, CT 
 
May 5  Blue Angel Fest      Pensacola, FL 
May 20-21 Pelicon ‘17 2017 Region-11 Contest   Largo, FL 
 
Jul. 26-29 IPMS USA 2017 National Contest    La Vista, NE (Omaha) 
 
Wild Paint 
From Jack Mugan 
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If you have a modeling tip you would like to share with your fellow modelers, please send 
us a copy so we can put it in the newsletter. 
�

�����������	
�����������������������������������	� ���
If you just opened up that new kit and want to give a box or build review, write it up and 
we’ll put it in the newsletter and put it on the Web Site. Just read a good book, tell us 
about it! Got a great tip, share it with your fellow club members. This is your Newsletter 
and your Web Site and they’re only going to be as good as YOU make them so contribute 
something to the cause. Don’t be afraid to ask for assistance if you have something you 
want to share, we’ll be happy to assist you in making it happen! 
 

Don’t forget to support your local hobby shop; they support us in many ways. 
 

Gainesville HobbyTown 
Miguel Miranda: Proprietor 

7420 W. Newberry Road (next to Sports 
Authority) 

Gainesville, FL 32606 
www.gainesvillefl.hobbytown.com 

Mon.-Fri.:10 AM to 7PM 
Sat.: 10AM to 5PM 
Sun: 12PM to 4PM 

Rob’s Hobby World 
Rob Stevely: Proprietor 

8585 SW Hwy 200 unit 14 
Ocala, FL 34474 

www.robshobbyworld@MSN.com 
Mon.-Fri.:10 AM to 5:30PM 

Sat.: 9AM to 4PM 
Sun: Closed 

 
 
 

Please check out WWW.IPMSUSA.ORG for the latest information from IPMS 
National Headquarters and for information about joining IPMS. 
 
Please use one of the links below or go to the IPMS Membership page for more 
information about joining IPMS USA. 
 
http://www.ipmsusa3.org/uploads/ipms_application_form_2016.pdf 
 
http://www.shopipmsusa.org/product-p/adult-membership.htm 
 
http://www.shopipmsusa.org/product-p/family-membership.htm 
 

 
Ed Ingersoll, – Secretary – Newsletter Editor ingersollle@gru.net 

Home:  (352) 375-2027;   Cell:  (352) 339-3367 
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